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points raised in the Debate, will, if he thinks fit and the House
desires it, be in a position to read out the list as we have so far devised
it. It had been hoped that it would be published two days ago, but I
am perhaps to blame for having somewhat delayed its publication.
Additions can be made to this list in accordance with well-informed
opinion. I am very anxious that Service opinion should fix and focus
on these different points, and that we can profit by it as we get to hear
of it, so that we can make submissions to the Crown in respect of
these matters, for this is a Royal Prerogative.

I hope that even in its present form the list may meet some of the
many questions which are asked about this episodic aspect of the
qualifications for the 1939-43 Star. Among the Naval Forces who
served for a long time afloat and ashore in the Mediterranean, and
played a vital part in the victories there by cutting oS the German
reinforcements, there has been, I am told, a discernible preference
shown for the Africa Star as against the 1939-43 Star, and the sugges-
tion has been made that an officer or man whose service qualifies him
for either award should be permitted to choose one or the other. I
am advised that such an option would be very difficult to work. It
might also seem to reflect upon the 1939-43 Star if people, on
account of local associations, chose the Africa Ribbon instead of the
General Service Ribbon, which must be considered as the primary,
the senior ribbon. I am still studying this question. The same kind
of doubt occurs again in the case of those who served both in the
First and Eighth Armies, where there is an emblem. I have not
finally closed the discussion of this difficult problem. I would like to
see, on all these subjects, how opinion shapes. One thing is clear,
however, that no one can have both stars or both ribbons, nor can they
have both the two emblems, I and 8. To this last rule there is one
exception. His Majesty has approved of both the Emblems I and 8
being mounted on the ribbons of General Eisenhower and General
Alexander, these being the only two officers who did, in fact, command
the whole of the First and Eighth Armies.

I ought not to overlook two other forms of reward of merit which
have been approved.. First, there is the King's Badge, about which a
discussion was promised. The issue of the King's Badge is at present
restricted to those invalided from the naval, military and air forces
and the Merchant Navy and fishing fleets through wounds or war
disablement attributable to service since September 3rd, 1939. The
question has arisen, Should it not be extended to those discharged
through disability not due to service ? Against this, as the House
will see, it may be urged that a considerable number of those eager to
join the Fighting Forces have to be rejected on medical grounds, and
it would be argued that those whose disabilities escape notice until